
 
Executive Cybersecurity:  
Assessing Your Personal Digital Risk

Beyond Corporate IT: Why Executive Security Matters

As a high-value executive or key decision-maker, your personal digital security extends beyond what 
your corporate IT department manages. Your privileged access, public profile, and access to sensitive 
information creates unique risks that require personalized protection.

Key Areas of Executive Digital Risk

1. Personal Attack Surface

Executive Question: How visible and accessible are your personal details, family information, travel 
plans, and digital footprint to potential attackers?

Reality Check: Executives are 12x more likely to be targeted in sophisticated spear-phishing 
campaigns that leverage personal information.

2. Device & Communication Security

Executive Question: Are your personal devices, home network, and communications channels secured 
to the level appropriate for someone with your access and information?

Reality Check: 76% of executives use personal devices for sensitive work communications that fall 
outside corporate security controls.

3. Public Presence Management

Executive Question: How well do you manage your public speaking, social media, and online 
presence to avoid creating opportunities for targeted attacks?

Reality Check: Information shared in public speeches, interviews, and social profiles is regularly used 
to craft highly convincing impersonation attacks targeting executives.

4. Travel Security Preparedness

Executive Question: Do you take appropriate precautions when traveling to protect your digital 
information, especially in high-risk locations?
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Reality Check: Executive devices are targeted at 3x the rate of typical employees when traveling, 
particularly in certain countries.

5. Family & Inner Circle Security

Executive Question: Have you considered how your family members, executive assistants, and close 
associates might be targeted as a path to your information?

Reality Check: 40% of successful compromises of executive accounts come through targeting family 
members or assistants rather than the executive directly.

Common Misconceptions

Many executives and high-value individuals operate under misconceptions that increase their risk:

• "Our corporate IT department handles my security" (they handle enterprise systems, not your 
personal digital life)

• "I'm careful with suspicious emails" (today's targeted attacks go far beyond suspicious emails)
• "I don't have anything worth stealing" (your access, influence, and decision-making authority 

are extremely valuable)
• "My technical knowledge limitations mean I can't improve my security" (effective protection 

doesn't require technical expertise)

 
When Personalized Security Training Makes Sense

Executives and high-value individuals benefit most from personalized security training when:

• Taking on new roles with expanded access or public visibility
• After noticing unusual activity or suspected targeting attempts
• Before major public announcements, transactions, or travel
• When industry peers have experienced security incidents
• To ensure family members and close associates understand their role in your security

 
The Executive Security Advantage

Executives who understand and manage their personal digital risks gain significant advantages:

• Greater confidence in personal and family digital safety
• Reduced likelihood of embarrassing or costly security incidents
• Protection of reputation and stakeholder trust
• Peace of mind that extends beyond corporate security boundaries

Taking control of your personal digital security doesn't require becoming a technical expert—but it 
does require understanding your unique risk profile and adopting targeted protective measures 
appropriate for your position.
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